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SUBJECT: FAA ASSISTANCE TO OMAN 
REF: STATE 258510 

1. CHARGE SPOKE WITH UNDER SECRETARY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND 
TRANSPORT NOV. 1 ABOUT ITEMS RAISED IN PARAS 1 AND 2 OF 
REFTEL. UNDER SECRETARY WAS ADAMANT IN INSISTING THAT 
CONTINUOUS COVERAGE BE PROVIDED. HE POINTED OUT THAT PROGRAM 
IS IN FORMATIVE STAGES. AND THAT FREQUENT CHANGES OF PERSONNEL 
DETRACT FROM PROGRAM EFFICIENCY AND EFFECTIVENESS. 

2. IN DISCUSSING MATTER WITH HOPKINS. LATTER EXPRESSED 
SYMPATHY WITH OMANGOV'S PROBLEMS AND NOTED THAT HE WOULD 
BE WILLING TO STAY ON FOR ADDITIONAL 3-4 WEEK PERIOD UNTIL 
CAKARNIS ARRIVES. SPECIFICALLY, MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR 
NOV. 8 TO DISCUSS ZONING IN AREA OF SEEB AIRPORT, A PROJECT 

ON WHICH HOPKINS HAS HAD KEY INPUT. 

3. COMMENT: BASED ON COMMUNICATIONS TO DATE, EMBASSY UNDER- 
STANDS THAT THERE ARE CONSIDERABLE REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 
IPHICH MUST BE MET BEFORE PERSONNEL CAN BE SELECTED FOR 
PERMANENT CAAG. AT SAME TIME, MOA HAS BEEN IN EFFECT FOR 
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TO HAVE HANDLED STAFFING PROBLEMS. FREQUENT CHANGE IN TDY 
PERSONNEL, BESICES THE ADDITIONAL COST IMPLICITLY INCURRED 
BY OMANGOV, INEVITABLY WILL RESULT, IN OUR VIEW, IN SOURING 
OMANGOV'S ATTITUDE TOWARDS FAA TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. ACCORD- 
INGLY, EMBASSY STRONGLY URGES (1) THAT HOPKINS BE PERMITTED 
TO REMAIN THROUGH NECESSARY OVERLAP WITH CAKARNIS, AND (2) THAT 
EFFORTS BE EXPEDITED TO HAVE PERMANENT FACIILITIES PLANNING 
SPECIALIST IN OMAN BEFORE PROJECTED DATE OF END OF 
DECEMBER. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: SINCE HOPKINS' INITIAL 30-DAY TDY IS AT 
POINT OF EXPIRY, REQUEST CABLE REPLY RE HIS CONTINUATION 
FOR ADDITIONAL TIME. 

ZHEIFEL 
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